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White House Pushes Texas to Redistrict, Hoping to Blunt Democratic Gains
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redistricting.html
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White House Pushes Texas to
Redistrict, Hoping to Blunt
Demaocratic Gains

A rare mid-decade redistricting push has unnerved some Texas
Republizans, who worry a drive to harm Demecrats could end up
endangering G.OF incumbents in 2026,
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President Trump's political team Is encouraging Republican
leaders in Texas to examine how House district ines in the state
coutddd be redrawn ahead of nestt yvear's midlerm elections to try to
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leaders in Texas to examine how House district lines in the state
could be redrawn ahead of pext years midiern elections totry to
save the party’'s endangered majority, sccording to people in Texas
and Washington whe are famifiar with the effort.

The push from Washington has unnerved some Texas Republicans,
who worry that reworking the houndaries of Texas House seats to
turn Democratic districts red by adding reliably Republican voters
from neighboring Republican districts could bagklire in an election
that is already expected to {favoer Democrats.

Rather than fiip the Demaocraliic districts, new hines could endanger
incumbent Republicans.

But a person close to the president, whoe spoke on condition of
anonymity because the person was pot authorized to talk publicly,
nevertheless urged a “ruthless” approach and said Mr. Trump
wotld welcome any chance to pick up seats in the midterms. The
president would pay close attention to those in his party who help
or hurt that effort, the person warned.

At an “emergency” meeting on Monday night in the Capitol,
cemgressional Republicans from Texas professed little interest in
redrawing their districts, according to a person briefed on the
gathering who was not anthorized to cornment publicly, The 20+
mirute meeting, organized by Representative Michae! MeCaul, a
serior member of the stare delegation, focused on the White House
prugh,

Representative Pete Sessions, Republican of Texas, said
lawmakers plan to gather again to share data and “be en the same
page” on the possible redrawing of the map.

“We assured each other. vou need to bone up, We need o have a
conversation. We need to think about what those impacts would be
on the entive delegation,” Mr. Sessions said,
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on the entire delegation,” Mr. Sessions sail.

Cther members exiting the meeting, including My, McCaul,
dechined to comment,

Redistricting of states is supposed Lo come at the beginning of each
decade, when new census data reguires the reapportionment of
House seats to match popuiation shifts within the states. Mid-
decade redistriciing is rare and almost always contentious.

The maps that were drawn by the Republican Legislature in 2021,
after the last census, are still being fought over in forvmg including
atricl thal began lastmowth ina federal court in EI Paso.

Butl talk among Republicans of taking the task un again has been
swirling arpund the Texas Capitol siice the Legislature was in
session earlier this vear The governar, the lisutenant governor and
the aftorney general have ail discussed the possibilily in recent
weeks, according to  person familiar with the discussions,

Trrecent days, that talk has become more serious. It appeared fo
be driven in part by President Trumyp's concern that the Republican
Party could lose its slim majority i the House, deratling the second
half of his term and empowering Democratic investigations of his
administration,

Telt us atwat yoursell, Take the marvey. >

Document title: White House Pushes Texas to Redistrict, Hoping to Blunt Democratic Gains - The New York Times
Capture URL: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/09/us/politics/trump-texas-redistricting. html
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:26:53 GMT Page 3 of 8



The v Ti Ao Hyspebushiesriexas b Redistood, Pioaioen g Bt Disgasyalie flgkes prae g5 grpqie &
CheNew UorkFiues 391 _cv-00259-DEESIE S IVE “BISetHEnt 116856 “Elldd09/23/25  Pagedofit: < H
Party could lose its slim majority in the House, derailing the second
fialf of his term and empowering Democratic investigations of his

adrnistration,

Trying to push through new maps would almost certainly set off 2
brudsing political fight of the sort Iast seen m 20662, when
Representative Tom DeLay, a senior Republican House leader from
Texas, forced through a redrawing of the Texas political maps.
Democrats i the Texas Legislature fled the stafe in an altempl to
stop ther. Ultimatedy, Republicans prevailed, drawing new maps
and securing & majerity of the Texas House delegation, which they

have held ever since,

Buf that effort came af a time when the state had been shifting
from Democratic to Republican control, and there were many
opportunities for map drawers {o craft new districts for
Republicans to win,

Bur Coverage of Congrass
Here's the lntest newe ard analysis front Caplied Hill,

Bemocrats Pitch Bif ~ Democrats Oppose Bemocrats Outline
to Protect Speech Stopgap Bill, Raising ~ Spending Demands as
Targeted by Trump Odds of a Shutdown Shutdown Looms
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to Protect Speech Stopgap Bill, Raising ~ Spending Demands as
Targeted by Trump Odds of a Shutdown Shutdown Looms

With Republicans now holding a 25-16-12 advantage in the stafe’s
House delegation over Democrafs, those opportunities would be
wiore Bmited. {Theye is one vacant seat, in a deeply blue disteict of
Houstion)

Still, those pushing for the plan believe that Republicans could
potentiaily pick up as many as four or five House seats in 2026,
ancording io two of the people with knowledge of the discussions.

To do that would invelve pushing Republican veters from safe
Republican districts into neighboring Demonratic districts (o make
them more campetitive. In a wave vear for Democrats, that could
endangey incombent Republicans as well as Democrats,

“The only way you make the state more competitive
congressionally is vou do it at their expense,” Stale Representative
Trey Martinez Fischer, a San Antonie Democral, said of
cangressional Republicans, “7 think the Republicans have already
maximized their map, given the demographic changes in the state”

Just this week, the Texas Demecratic Party announced thai i
wondd start a vast erganizing effort across the state in partnership
with a Texas Majority PAC, a group that has received significant
funding from the hiflionaire George Soros. Demacrats have already
been eveing a potential oppertunily in Texas for a pickup in the
Segate if the state’s polarizing attorpey general, Ken Paxton,
prevaile in his primary over Senator John Cornyn,

Any attempt at 2 mid-decade redistricting would require the Texas
Legisiature (o approve new maps. Since the Legislative isnot in
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Any attempt at a mid-decade redistricting would require the Texas
Legisiature to approve new maps, Since the Legislature is not in
session again wntil 2027, Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, would
have to call a special session,

SDVERTIBEMENT

“From my understanding, this would be in July” said Ron
Reynolds, a Texas House Democrat from the Houston area, saying
his information had come indirectly from a Republican member of
the Texas Hogse, “This is somnething that they're Reeping very
tight-lipped.”

M Abbotl, Mr. Paxton and the state's Heulenant governor, Dan
Patrick, did not respond 1o requests for comment. Nexther did a
spokesman for the White House,

The lawsuit gver the current maps, drawn in 2621, is heing fought
before a panel of U.S. District Court judges in Ef Paso,
Orezanizations representing Black angd Hispanic volers arguoe that
the maps illegally disadvaniage thelr communities.

The Justice Department under Presdent Joseph R Biden Jn had
sued over the 2021 maps, but the Trump administration dropped

Megan Minela contributed repating froay Washingion,

1. David Goodman is the Houston buresu ahief for The Times, reporiing on Texas and
Okdahoma,

Shane Goldmacher iv a Toes pational political conespondent,
Lo riove ond 35, Pollics, LLS Hnuse of Representativas, Donald Trarmn, Greg Abboi
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